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2022 Texas Regional Convention Reflections
My most memorable experience at TRC was finally feeling truly a part of

Phi Theta Kappa. I have been a part of Phi Theta Kappa since 2020, the

beginning of the pandemic, and this has been my first in person

convention. I feel I learned not only about Phi Theta Kappa itself but about

what I can accomplish being a part of it. I hope to help my chapter grow

and become the best we can be with the new information we learned. 

-Celia Hagler, Beta Zeta  
My favorite part of TRC was meeting new people and making friends.

Outside of Phi Theta Kappa, it was hard for me to make and keep good

quality friendships. Being around people who have similar interests and

life goals was eye-opening and gave me peace of mind. Another part of

TRC that I loved was seeing the chapters win awards. 

This last year was difficult for everyone, and to see our peers be rewarded

for their hard work was satisfying. Lastly, I enjoyed the speakers. Having

speakers speak about controversial topics is very important. Though it

may have made people feel uncomfortable, it brought us together and

helped us learn new things. 

-Domonique Gray, Beta Delta Omicron 



 When I was asked to reflect on TRC, I had no clue how I was going to sum

up such a fascinating experience in true words that made sense. TRC 2022

was my first in-person conference for Phi Theta Kappa. I’ve been an officer

of Beta Alpha for two semesters and President for one. When I heard that

TRC was going to be in person, I instantly signed up to go. Once we arrived,

this overwhelming presence of joy and excitement flooded me. 

Meeting individuals from other chapters from across Texas was genuinely

amazing. Hearing about their stories and their chapters was eye-opening.

Actively listening to and engaging with the guest and keynote speakers.

Letting loose but still having fun and just truly being myself was the most

important thing I wanted to do, personally. 

After getting the opportunity to talk to the, now, prior Regional Officers, I

realized that we all have trials and tribulations we are going through. But

the difference is that we have the chance to step up to different plates and

represent the ones who may not have the chance. 

The individuals I had the privilege to meet and converse with, opened my

heart and mind to accept viewpoints that may be difficult. A few even

almost made me cry or even actually made me cry. I was told that I was

admired and inspiring, which made me feel slightly like an imposter. Dr.

Kevin Snyder and Justin Jones-Fosu reminded me that thoughts and

feelings were normal. 

Justin Jones-Fosu and Kevin Snyder in the workshops and general

sessions were excellent. They both opened my eyes to how we can think

differently and get out of our comfort zone and the beliefs that the world

has put into our minds. By getting out of our comfort zone, we can find

amazing things about the world around us. 

-Savannah Jordan, Eta Tau  

The  2022 Texas Regional Convention was amazing. I had such a great

experience, and I can’t say what part of the conference was my favorite.

Everybody at the conference was friendly to everyone and created a

fantastic environment. There was laughter at every corner that sent joy

everywhere. 



-Colbey Thornton, Beta Alpha  

I was given the chance to help other members, officers, and ROs and

remind them that they can be themselves, despite their home community,

but that it will take time. TRC 2022 is ranked in my top five favorite

experiences in my lifetime, and I cannot wait for Catalyst 2022 and TRC

2023!  

A Look into the Process - Alpha Mu Tau, 
#1 Chapter in Texas

How did you plan your projects? 

The Alpha Mu Tau chapter planned their projects by being inclusive of new

ideas. Our committee members gave insightful input towards our goals and

various useful strategies to curate events successfully. Based on the

project needs and goals, the chapter brainstormed ideas. 

With College Project, members from the chapter met with College

Administration to discuss ideas and help build a better community. While

keeping student success foremost in our mind, the chapter focused on

building a professional closet on campus for students to use. 

Our Honors in Action projects start with the chapter going through

Research Edge, reading and understanding the Honors Study Topic, and

brainstorming initial ideas for themes we are interested in. We decided to

pursue theme three: Trade, Craftsmanship, and Industry. Our topic focused

primarily on worker empowerment in the gig economy and its impact on

the future of work.

What roadblocks did you encounter, and how did you overcome

them?

-Khadija Ijaz & Deeksha Vivekanand



As part of the College Project, we focused on creating a professional closet

as a resource for students to utilize who may need access to professional

attire. One of the biggest hurdles we came across was picking a central

location due to Collin College being so large and having multiple campuses.

We rectified this dilemma by working with the administration and

stimulating open communication and led to the Courtyard Center being

picked as the ideal location. 

We had difficulty making our action components meet the committee's

expectations during our HIA project. We overcame this roadblock by

persevering through the unexpected changes and utilizing the resources

we had acquired rather than emphasizing on things we could not achieve.

What was the writing process like?

The writing process was demanding and debilitating at times, but the

challenge was one our Alpha Mu Tau officer team faced together head-on.

Awards were divided between groups of people, and each individual was

responsible for working with a team to answer questions and reflect on the

previous year. Hallmark writers came together for in-person writing days

to brainstorm, share ideas, and utilize fellow officers, chairs, ambassadors,

and advisors as helpful resources. 

How long did your actionable components last? 

Our actionable components varied in length based on the project we were

working on. College Project required several months of planning in order to

execute our chapter's goals successfully. Honors in Action had several

action components in which each element required a full day, such as a

panelist discussion and a movie showcase.

Approximately how many members were involved in this process?

How many non-members?



As part of Honors in Action and College Project, a handful of members

participated in the planning process; however, we found success in

quantity during our actionable components. Over 100 people showed up for

both College Project and Honors in Action events combined.

How do you think you accomplished #1?

Alpha Mu Tau accomplished #1 by persevering during challenging

moments, working hard, showing dedication for the chapter as a whole,

and networking with sister chapters to build relationships and promote

fellowship regionally. Our officer team was consistently willing to learn

from other chapters and improve by attending and hosting regional

workshops. 

Members within our chapter had crucial roles that aided in the success of

committee projects, maintaining finances, overseeing major chapter

programming and membership recruitment, and keeping a written record

of important chapter business. The success of our chapter would not have

been possible without the assistance of our advisors and their constant

encouragement and support.

Do you have any tips that really made a difference? 

The Alpha Mu Tau chapter learned about the importance of setting goals

and leadership through collaboration. In the Summer of 2021, our officer

team collaborated with Grayson College to host officer training where

members learned the importance of hallmark writing. Learning through

challenges and knowing to ask for help aided us in accomplishing #1 in

Texas. 

Congratulations to the 2022-2023 Texas 
Region Alumni Association (TRAA)  Officers! 



President: James Carter
President-Elect: Nicolle Guillory

Vice-President: Danny Rose
Secretary: Candace Eldridge

Historian: Bonnie Kelley Melton
District 1 Rep: Darcy Trafansted
District 2 Rep: jennifer morrow

District 3 Rep: Paula Vaughan
District 4 Rep: vacant
District 5 Rep: Vacant

Member at Large (Even Years): Hayden Nguyen
Member at Large (Odd Years): Tammy Edmonds
Advisor and Comptroller: Kenneth Ruemke

Join the TRAA today! Fill out an application on

the txptk.org website.

PTK Catalyst 2022 Reflections
When I first heard about PTK Catalyst, I figured that it would be a lot of

meetings and spending time in my room waiting for the next session. I

never could have imagined what I would find once I was there.



Since Covid shut down the world, I haven’t been able to experience that

closeness to other people and the thrill of new interactions, but that all

changed at Catalyst. I met new people, and wonderful people that

challenged my ideas about the world and showed me how diverse and

inclusive Phi Theta Kappa can be. I spent time with members and advisors

from all over the globe and made lifelong friends that I would have never

met without Phi Theta Kappa.

Catalyst is more than just a convention; it is an experience. If you’ve ever

wanted the opportunity to meet like-minded students from a plethora of

backgrounds, if you’ve ever wanted to challenge your perceptions, then

Catalyst is a must.

-Amber Traylor, Alpha Gamma Pi 
I was conflicted on whether I should attend Catalyst this year. On one

hand, it would be the first time I have ever been able to attend Catalyst…

not only that, the first time in person for many due to the pandemic. On the

other hand, it came at a very difficult time for me as I had a huge project

due on the same weekend. I heard from my advisors as well as former

attendees that this event was life changing. I am so glad I made the

decision to attend! 

The camaraderie I felt amongst my chapter members and others that I just

met for the first time was more than I could ever imagine. The bonds I

formed while there, the excitement I was able to share with others, and the

rapport I built with others about passionate service projects made this

event the best Phi Theta Kappa event I ever attended. 

During this event I departed from my role as District V Vice President for

the Texas Region and passed the torch to our new VP, Alya Mansoor. This

was a bittersweet process for me, but I am super grateful to have had this

in person opportunity to end my term. If you ever get the opportunity to

serve your chapter on the regional level, attend an international event,

and/or share this same camaraderie, please don’t hesitate; it is well worth

it in so many ways! I look forward to seeing you at the next event!

-Brandy Lewis,  Alpha Gamma Pi 



PTK Catalyst 2022 Highlights

Regional Award for Excellence: Membership
Recruitment and Chapter engagement

 

5-Star Region:

Distinguished regional officer award: Anna Seida

Top 10 Most Distinguished chapters:
sixth finalist - Alpha Mu tau | collin college

 Beta Alpha continued excellence award:
Alpha Omicron | Tyler Junior College

psi psi | brazosport college
Omicron psi | Grayson college

Check out the full list of award winners at

https://hallmarkawards.ptk.org/

Leadership Team Spotlights
gigi delk

District Iii associate Coordinator & 
Member of the Honors program council



How long have you been a Phi Theta Kappa advisor/alumni/member?

Thirty-five years

What chapter are you associated with?

Alpha Omicron at Tyler Junior College

What's your occupation outside of Phi Theta Kappa?

I teach Computer Programming and Microcomputer Applications as well as

Video Game development.

Why do you volunteer to serve the Texas Region?

It keeps me young! Seriously, I couldn't wait to see all my PTK friends at

Catalyst, but Texas does have the best chapters!!!

What's your favorite way to spend a day off?

Reading or sleeping

Who is your hero?

My father!

What's your favorite book?

Any Motivational or Inspirational Reading

Dr. Chris allen
District IV associate Coordinator 

How long have you been a Phi Theta Kappa advisor/alumni/member?

Fall 2008-2014, I was an advisor for the Sigma Delta Chapter at College of the

Mainland, Spring 2015-present, I serve as an advisor for the Beta Upsilon Nu

Chapter at Lone Star College-University Park

What chapter are you associated with?

Beta Upsilon Nu Chapter at Lone Star College-University Park

What's your occupation outside of Phi Theta Kappa?

Professor of Biology, Department Chair of Biology and Environmental Science

Why do you volunteer to serve the Texas Region?

It's an honor and a privilege to serve the Texas Region and District 4 as the D4

Associate Coordinator. I enjoy contributing to the Texas Regional Leadership

Team by supporting the regional officer teams with their annual regional event

planning and programming. It's amazing watching our ROs grow and develop

into their respective roles as district leaders of our region. 

 

I also receive a great deal of satisfaction working with the D4 VP

representative every year providing guidance and support as they grow into

their roles and responsibilities as role models and leaders within our district. 



What's your favorite way to spend a day off?

Spending quality time with my kids and family enjoying outdoor activities.

Who is your hero?

My mom. She is the most selfless, courageous, and incredibly giving person I

have even known. She has had several serious medical conditions she has had

to overcome in recent years and her bravery and determination speak volumes

about her character. 

What's your favorite book?

The Hot Zone by Richard Preston

Upcoming Event - Texas Honors Institute

when: July 15 - 17
Where: Texas Lutheran University

Be on the lookout for more information!

Applicants must be a student

returning to a community college

for the 2022-2023 academic year

with a GPA of 3.5 or higher who

has completed a total of 15 credit

hours and who was enrolled in at

least 9 hours during the Spring

2022 semester to receive a Texas

STAR scholarship. The

Scholarship is contingent on the

student being enrolled in at least 9 

credit hours each semester the scholarship is awarded (the scholarship is divided

into two payments: half in Fall 2022 and the remainder in Spring 2023). The

application must be completed in full in order to be considered for an award.

The STAR Scholarship

Submissions due  JuNE 24, 2022 at 11:59 PM CDT


