Use This Link to Register: https://txregion.ptk.org/Default.aspx?TabID=5643

We are excited to host regional qualifying rounds for the
speech competition at PTK Catalyst 2019. The winners
of our regional qualifying rounds will represent the
Texas Region in the competition at PTK Catalyst 2019.

Registration
Deadline
February 28th

By Hannah Horton
Tyler Junior College's Alpha Omicron chapter hosted a Student Resource Fair on Nov.
1 with the goal of informing students about campus and community resources.
“The Student Resource Fair is focused on students getting this semester finished and finishing
strong,” explained Alpha Omicron advisor
Gigi Delk. “We have information on
tutoring, we have information
on the campus clinic … Everything we can
think of that will help the student, plus
coffee, hot chocolate, and snacks.”
The Fair featured multiple stations
showcasing resources available to students,
such as free tutoring, the East Texas Crisis
Center, and study abroad opportunities.
Lauren Costlow told visitors
about the East Texas Crisis Center’s free
services. “Basically, what we offer is
services for anybody who’s going through

… a violent situation, all types of abuse – emotional, verbal, anything like that,” said Costlow.
“An advocate would set them up with a counselor but would also help them get protective
orders if it’s a situation where they need immediate safety. We can get them the medical care
that they need. We also help victims with Crime Victims Compensation.”
Tutoring Services Director Danna Baggett spoke to students about free tutoring. “We have four
centers, each operating differently and offering different types of tutoring,” explained Baggett.
“The Tutoring Center offers content clarification in any subject our tutors have taken and made
an ‘A’ in. The Writing Center offers writing assistance with any written assignment in any class.
They also help students at any stage of the writing process. Students often don’t realize they
can see a Writing Center tutor even if they haven’t written anything down on the assignment
yet … The Quest Center tutors give the secret to reading textbooks … The STEM Center has
tutors that can help with Math, Chemistry, and Physics.”
One station, which focused on the importance of completing an associate’s degree, urged
students to sign a pledge that they would “Commit to Complete” their degree.
“We’re trying to tell students that if they get an associate’s, it will better benefit them
in the long run than if they don’t,” explained sophomore Biology Major and Alpha Omicron VP
of Communications Kristin Marling. “So, we’re trying to get them to ‘Commit to Complete’ at
TJC.”
A total of 95 pledges were signed by students.
Freshman Cecilia Kohl is one of those 95 students. “Making a commitment to be core complete
was my highlight of the fair,” said Kohl.

For the fourth year in a row, Alpha Omicron is at work collecting donations for Nicholas’ Pet
Haven, a local no-kill shelter that rescues animals from other shelters before they are put down.

Each year, our chapter decorates Christmas
trees around our campus. Students or faculty
members who are interested in helping can
take one of the candy canes hanging from the
trees—each candy cane includes a list of
accepted donations. Then, the people who take
candy canes drop off their donations under the
tree where they got the candy cane. It’s a
festive way to help make a difference in our
community!

Alpha Omicron's Student Resource
Center helps students succeed by
providing them with necessities for free!
School supplies, toiletries, coffee, and
more are available in the Center.

From: Naela Patel
2018 marks the 11th year of the ongoing relationship between North Lake College’s Phi
Theta Kappa Chapter, Alpha Zeta Eta, and the city of Irving’s non-profit, grassroots, and
leadership organization Keep Irving Beautiful (KIB). Each year, Alpha Zeta Eta members, friends,
and advisors, dedicated to volunteering their time to support and help KIB with litter
abatement and beautification projects that are beneficial to our city’s local community.
The annual Trash Bash
this year was held on September
29th, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., and
more than 300 volunteers from
North Lake College, Calvary
Church, and other organizations
came out for the clean up of T.W.
Richardson Grove Park. Check-in
and registration began at 8:30
a.m., after which volunteers were
briefed on the proper procedure
of picking up and separating trash as well as safety guidelines. After the cleanup, Keep Irving
Beautiful provided lunch and light refreshments..
The volunteers picked up 2,840 pounds of trash from the park, preventing the trash
from drifting down the nearby Trinity River. Along with the park cleanup, volunteers donated
360 canned food items to assist Crisis Ministries of Irving, a 100% volunteer organization that
helps individuals and families with their physical and spiritual needs. KIB also had educational
tables and displays of reptiles that live in the area.

It’s always absolutely heartwarming to see our Irving community come together for
such a beneficial cause, but that day it seemed more special than usual. The day was gloomy
and chilly, and the night before there was a torrential downpour of rain. Due to this rain, the
park and its surrounding areas were muddy and messy. Despite the gloom and the mess, the
park was filled with an enthusiasm and spirit of service which energized everyone. It was a
fulfilling day filled with camaraderie and a sense of community. It’s always an honor to
participate in the Trash Bash and we’re filled with anticipation for the next one already!

